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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: The 
specification, page 19, line 6 recites fig. 1C, however, figure 1C is not provided in the 
drawings. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1 and 6-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over JP Publication 60-227708 (IDS cited reference) in view of JP '350 (IDS cited 
reference). 

With regard to claim 1, JP '708 discloses a hair brush (figs. 1 and 4) comprising a 
mechanism (9) for setting hair of a user, an electrostatic charger having a charging 
circuit (7, 5) and a charging member (6) electronically connected to the charging circuit, 
wherein when the charging member (6) being contact by the user, the charging member 
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supplies charges to the body of the user for electrostatic charges generated by a 
movement of the setting hair. JP '708 does not discloses the charging circuit generating 
a predetermined voltage and the charging member being in a form of a plate. JP '350 
discloses a hair brush (fig. 1) comprising an electrostatic charger generating a 
predetermined voltage (translated abstract). It would have been obvious to one having 
an ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to employ the 
predetermined voltage as taught by JP '350 into the electrostatic charger of JP '708 in 
order to provide positive or negative ions to the hair of the user. It would also have been 
an obvious matter of design choice to construct the charging member (6) as taught by 
JP '708 being a plate form, since such a modification would involved a mere change in 
the shape of a component. In regard to claim 6, JP '708 shows a grip (3) and wherein 
the charging plate (6) being provided on a surface of the grip (fig. 1). In regard to claims 
7 and 8, JP '708 shows the charging plate (6) being made of an electrically conductive 
material (translated claim 1 ). 

Claim 9 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over JP '708 in 
view of JP '350 as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Tsuji (U.S. Pat. # 
4,936,027) 

With regard to claim 9, JP '708 in view of JP '350 discloses a hair brush 
comprising all the claimed limitations in claim 1 as discussed above except for the 
mechanism for setting hair comprising a brush and a mechanism which dries the hair. 
Tsuji discloses a hair brush (30a, fig. 1 ) having a mechanism (20) which dries the hair. It 



Application/Control Number: 10/500,471 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3732 

would have been obvious to one having an ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to employ the mechanism to dry the hair as taught by Tsuji into the 
hair brush of JP 708 in view of JP '350 for the purpose of drying the hair of the user. 

Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over JP 708 
in view of JP '350 as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Habibi (U.S. Pat. # 
6,119,702). 

With regard to claim 10, JP 708 in view of JP '350 discloses a hair brush 
comprising all the claimed limitations in claim 1 as discussed above except for the 
mechanism for setting hair having two pair of heating plates for gripping hair and a 
heater which heats the heating plates. Habibi discloses a hair styling system (fig. 1) 
comprising a mechanism for setting hair comprising two pair of heating plates (12, 10) 
for gripping hair and a heater (32, fig. 3A, col. 2, lines 64-67) heats the two plates. It 
would have been obvious to one having an ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to employ the pair of heating plates and a heater as taught by 
Habibi into the hair brush of JP 708 in view of '350 in order to provide a different style of 
hair to the user. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Nakamura is cited to show the state of the art with respect to hair 
hair styling device. 
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The drawings filed 7/15/2004 have been approved by the Examiner. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Robyn Doan whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
471 1 . The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kevin Shaver can be reached on (571) 272-4720. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Robyn Doan 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3732 



